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Thread: What | think of the Bride of Christ (The Church) matters to
Jesus.
Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids

“Then the Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten bridesmaids who took their lamps and
went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 The
five who were foolish didn t take enough olive oil for their lamps, 4 but the other five
were wise enough to take along extra oil. ®° When the bridegroom was delayed, they
all became drowsy and fell asleep. ¢ “At midnight they were roused by the shout,
Look, the bridegroom is coming! Come out and meet him! 7 “All the bridesmaids got
up and prepared their lamps. & Then the five foolish ones asked the others, Please
give us some of your oil because our lamps are going out. 9 ‘But the others replied,
‘We don't have enough for all of us. Go to a shop and buy some for yourselves. ’
10 ‘But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom came. Then those who were
ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was locked. ' Later, when
the other five bridesmaids returned, they stood outside, calling, Lord! Lord! Open the
door for us! "2 ‘But he called back, Believe me, | don't know you! 3 “So you, too,
must keep watch! For you do not know the day or hour of my return.”
Matthew 25:1-13 NLT
- Jesus is coming again.
- No one can be responsible for my light other than me.
- Remain vigilant, keeping your heart prepared for the coming of the Groom.
- Taking care of the light in the end was the difference between the foolish
and the wise.

- Before His arrival taking care of the light was not important to 5 (half).

- Before His arrival 5 (half) went out of their way to care for their light.
- Do you know the value of the Kingdom present and the Kingdom coming?

Parable of the Three Servants
14 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven can be illustrated by the story of a man going on a
long trip. He called together his servants and entrusted his money to them while he
was gone. > He gave five bags of silver to one, two bags of silver to another, and
one bag of silver to the last—dividing it in proportion to their abilities. He then left on
his trip... 19 “After a long time their master returned from his trip and called them to
give an account of how they had used his money. 20 The servant to whom he had
entrusted the five bags of silver came forward with five more and said, ‘Master, you
gave me five bags of silver to invest, and | have earned five more. 2! “The master was
full of praise. Well done, my good and faithful servant. You have been faithful in
handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities. Let’s
celebrate together! 22 “The servant who had received the two bags of silver came
forward and said, ‘Master, you gave me two bags of silver to invest, and | have

earned two more. 23 “The master said, Well done, my good and faithful servant. You
have been faithful in handling this small amount, so now | will give you many more
responsibilities. Let’s celebrate together! 24 “Then the servant with the one bag of
silver came and said, ‘Master, | knew you were a harsh man, harvesting crops you
didn 't plant and gathering crops you didn't cultivate. 25 | was afraid | would lose your
money, so | hid it in the earth. Look, here is your money back. 26 ‘But the master
replied, ‘You wicked and lazy servant! If you knew | harvested crops | didn't plant and
gathered crops | didn't cultivate, 27 why didnt you deposit my money in the bank? At
least | could have gotten some interest on it. 26 “Then he ordered, Take the money
from this servant, and give it to the one with the ten bags of silver. 29 To those who
use well what they are given, even more will be given, and they will have an
abundance. But from those who do nothing, even what little they have will be taken
away... ~ Matthew 25:14-29 NLT

- This is not teaching that | am brought into relationship with God by works.

- Teaches that God has given each of us time, talents, and treasure to do
something significant for the Kingdom of God.

- Teaches that all that | have in my hands comes from God with a purpose.

- Teaches that | will be held accountable for what He puts in my hand.

The Final Judgment
31 “But when the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he
will sit upon his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered in his presence, and
he will separate the people as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He
will place the sheep at his right hand and the goats at his left. 3 “Then the King will
say to those on his right, Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the
Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world. 35 For | was hungry, and you
fed me. | was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. | was a stranger, and you invited me
into your home. 3¢ | was naked, and you gave me clothing. | was sick, and you cared
for me. | was in prison, and you visited me. 37 “Then these righteous ones will reply,
Lord, when did we ever see you hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and give you
something to drink? 38 Or a stranger and show you hospitality? Or naked and give you
clothing? 3° When did we ever see you sick or in prison and visit you?%0 “And the King
will say, 1tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers
and sisters, you were doing it to me! 4! “Then the King will turn to those on the left and
say, Away with you, you cursed ones, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and
his demons. 42 For | was hungry, and you didn 't feed me. | was thirsty, and you didn't
give me a drink. 43 | was a stranger, and you didnt invite me into your home. | was
naked, and you didn't give me clothing. | was sick and in prison, and you didn 't visit
me. #4 “Then they will reply, Lord, when did we ever see you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and not help you? “> “And he will answer, 1 tell
you the truth, when you refused to help the least of these my brothers and sisters, you
were refusing to help me.” Matthew 25: 31-45 NLT
- Teaches that when God gives me something it is FOR me AND it is FOR
others.
- Every day | come across Kingdom opportunities.



- If we want to make a greater impact tomorrow, STEWARD well what’s in
our hands today.

- Make no mistake, this begins with our own homes and shines out from
there.

- The Church is a people living every day to be called out, offering our lives to
make a Kingdom impact...one person at a time.

Challenges:
1. What is holding you back from committing fully to the Bride of Christ?
2. Will you shine as a signal fire of hope for this city and this
generation?
- What will you START?
- What will you STOP?
- What will you CONTINUE?
- What will you in FAITH reach for?
- Who will you pray for?

Check out these FREE online resources:
STUDIES BY DOUG BRITTON:

Be a Faithful Ambassador
www.dougbrittonbooks.com/resources/ambassador

Make it Your Goal to Please God
www.dougbrittonbooks.com/resources/please-god

God’s Love and Holiness
www.dougbrittonbooks.com/resources/gods-love-holiness

* See the opportunities list on our APP/Webpage/Card on your seat



