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Message Thread: An honest assessment should determine our next 
steps. 
 
“One day Jesus told a story in the form of a parable to a large crowd that 
had gathered from many towns to hear him: ‘A farmer went out to plant 
his seed. As he scattered it across his field, some seed fell on a footpath, 
where it was stepped on, and the birds ate it. Other seed fell among 
rocks. It began to grow, but the plant soon wilted and died for lack of 
moisture. Other seed fell among thorns that grew up with it and choked 
out the tender plants. Still other seed fell on fertile soil. This seed grew 
and produced a crop that was a hundred times as much as had been 
planted!’ When he had said this, he called out, ‘Anyone with ears to hear 
should listen and understand.’ His disciples asked him what this parable 
meant. He replied, ‘You are permitted to understand the secrets of the 
Kingdom of God. But I use parables to teach the others so that the 
Scriptures might be fulfilled: ‘When they look, they won’t really see. 
When they hear, they won’t understand.’ ‘This is the meaning of the 
parable: The seed is God’s word. The seeds that fell on the footpath 
represent those who hear the message, only to have the devil come and 
take it away from their hearts and prevent them from believing and being 
saved. The seeds on the rocky soil represent those who hear the 
message and receive it with joy. But since they don’t have deep roots, 
they believe for a while, then they fall away when they face 
temptation. The seeds that fell among the thorns represent those who 
hear the message, but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the 
cares and riches and pleasures of this life. And so they never grow into 
maturity. And the seeds that fell on the good soil represent honest, good-
hearted people who hear God’s word, cling to it, and patiently produce a 
huge harvest.’”  Luke 8:4-15 NLT  
 
How do I Respond? 
 
I can IGNORE God. 
“The seeds that fell on the footpath represent those who hear the 
message, only to have the devil come and take it away from their hearts 
and prevent them from believing and being saved.”  Luke 8:12 NLT 
 
Case Study: Nazareth - Luke 4:28-30 
 
 Ask God to make himself known to you. 
 

I can respond and then DO NOTHING. 
“The seeds on the rocky soil represent those who hear the message and 
receive it with joy. But since they don’t have deep roots, they believe for 
a while, then they fall away when they face temptation.” Luke 8:13 NLT 
 
Case Study: Judas Iscariot - Luke 22:3-6 
 

• Identify what needs to be removed and replaced. 

• Dig deeper. 
 
I can respond and get DISTRACTED. 
“The seeds that fell among the thorns represent those who hear the 
message, but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the cares 
and riches and pleasures of this life. And so they never grow into 
maturity.” Luke 8:14 NLT 
 
Case Study: Rich Young Ruler - Luke 18:18-23 
 

• Identify distractions. (social media, news, popular culture, power, 
position) 

• Set up guard rails. (Life Group, accountability partner, serve, 
boundaries) 

 
I can respond in obedience and LEAN IN. 
“And the seeds that fell on the good soil represent honest, good-hearted 
people who hear God’s word, cling to it, and patiently produce a huge 
harvest.” Luke 8:15 NLT 
 
Case Study: The Centurion - Luke 7:1-10 
 

• Help others. 

• Dig deeper. 
 

Challenge: 
• Assess and identify how you are responding to the Word of God. 

  -Ignore 
  -Do nothing 
  -Distracted 
  -Leaning in 

• Ask God to help you identify what your next steps need to be. 

• Create an action plan (How will I grow in my faith?) 
 
For practical, cross-cultural Bible studies related to sermon topics, visit 
Dougbrittonbooks.com/resources.   
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