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MY STORY 
 

1) What do you think is beautiful every time you see it, for example something in 
nature? 
 

2) If you had a t-shirt with your pastor’s most used phrase, what would it say? 
 
 
QUICK REVIEW 

3) What caught your attention from Sunday’s message? 
 
DIGGING DEEPER / TAKING IT HOME 
 
Read 1 Samuel chapter 1  
 
I have a couple of quick observations. First, Hannah was one of two wives who was 
unable to bear children. In this culture having children was a significant part of one’s 
identity, especially as a woman. Secondly, because there were two wives there’s clearly 
some dysfunction going on. This is not what God wanted for them and yet people did it. 
This is not ever the design so remember this is descriptive of the text and what was 
happening, not prescriptive. Secondly Eli the priest accuses Hanna of drinking. Instead 
of asking questions about her, he accuses. 

4) After reading the text and thinking about those observations, what type of 
struggles do you think Samuel would’ve had in his home? How do you think it 
could have potentially impacted him? 

 
5) What are some things that untangle dysfunction from families of origin? 

 
Matthew 12:46-50 CSB 
46 While he was still speaking with the crowds, his mother and brothers were standing 
outside wanting to speak to him. 47 Someone told him, “Look, your mother and your 
brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you.”  
48 He replied to the one who was speaking to him, “Who is my mother and who are my 
brothers?” 49 Stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother 
and my brothers! 50 For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and 
sister and mother.” 
 



In this passage Jesus’s family is trying to speak to Him because they are concerned 
about Him. This is not a “they want to chat with you about something or about how 
awesome you are” but rather a “they want to take you away and stop you from what 
you’re doing” kind of a chat. 

6) Who does Jesus point to as His mother, sisters, and brothers? And why is this 
significant for our lives? 

 
Matthew 10:34-37 NLT 
34 “Don’t imagine that I came to bring peace to the earth! I came not to bring peace, but 
a sword.  
35 ‘I have come to set a man against his father,  
a daughter against her mother,  
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.  
36 Your enemies will be right in your own household!’  
37 “If you love your father or mother more than you love me, you are not worthy of being 
mine; or if you love your son or daughter more than me, you are not worthy of being 
mine. 
 

7) Let’s be honest for a second. These words of Jesus are hard. What does it 
mean? Is it always true in every case? 

 
1 John 4:13-21 NLT 
13 And God has given us his Spirit as proof that we live in him and he in us. 
14 Furthermore, we have seen with our own eyes and now testify that the Father sent his 
Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 All who declare that Jesus is the Son of God have 
God living in them, and they live in God. 16 We know how much God loves us, and we 
have put our trust in his love.  
God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. 17 And as we live 
in God, our love grows more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, 
but we can face him with confidence because we live like Jesus here in this world.  
18 Such love has no fear, because perfect love expels all fear. If we are afraid, it is for 
fear of punishment, and this shows that we have not fully experienced his perfect love. 
19 We love each other because he loved us first.  
20 If someone says, “I love God,” but hates a fellow believer, that person is a liar; for if 
we don’t love people we can see, how can we love God, whom we cannot see? 21 And 
he has given us this command: Those who love God must also love their fellow 
believers. 
 

8) What does this passage say about love and how we should respond to it and live 
it out towards others? 

9) Are there places in your life where you need to receive God’s love deeper? And 
other places that you need to live out your love towards others differently, if so, 
what are they? 
 

10) Sometimes we experience God’s love through people. One of the things that I 
have experienced in my life is that God has shown me his love through his 



people at church through my new family. Share a possible example when you’ve 
experienced God’s love through someone in the church. 

 
 
CHAIR TIME TOOLS 
 
Reflection questions for Chair Time. Think about the following questions and pray 
through them with Jesus. 

1) Is there brokenness from your family that you need to surrender to Jesus? 
2) Can you separate your family of origin from your destination? 
3) What does God want you to know about His family and how they love you? What 

do you need to do differently with that information? 
 


