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Key Text: 1 Samuel 17:51-58, 18:1-16 NIV 
 
“When the Philistines saw that their hero was dead, they turned and ran. 
Then the men of Israel and Judah surged forward with a shout and 
pursued the Philistines to the entrance of Gath and to the gates of Ekron. 
Their dead were strewn along the Shaaraim road to Gath and Ekron. 
When the Israelites returned from chasing the Philistines, they plundered 
their camp. David took the Philistine’s head and brought it to Jerusalem; 
he put the Philistine’s weapons in his own tent. As Saul watched David 
going out to meet the Philistine, he said to Abner, commander of the 
army, ‘Abner, whose son is that young man?’ Abner replied, ‘As surely as 
you live, Your Majesty, I don’t know.’ The king said, ‘Find out whose son 
this young man is.’ As soon as David returned from killing the Philistine, 
Abner took him and brought him before Saul, with David still holding the 
Philistine’s head. ‘Whose son are you, young man?’ Saul asked him. 
David said, ‘I am the son of your servant Jesse of Bethlehem.’ After 
David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with 
David, and he loved him as himself. From that day Saul kept David with 
him and did not let him return home to his family. And Jonathan made a 
covenant with David because he loved him as himself. Jonathan took off 
the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and 
even his sword, his bow and his belt. Whatever mission Saul sent him 
on, David was so successful that Saul gave him a high rank in the army. 
This pleased all the troops, and Saul’s officers as well. When the men 
were returning home after David had killed the Philistine, the women 
came out from all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with singing and 
dancing, with joyful songs and with timbrels and lyres. As they danced, 
they sang: ‘Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of 
thousands.’ Saul was very angry; this refrain displeased him greatly. 
‘They have credited David with tens of thousands,’ he thought, ‘but me 
with only thousands. What more can he get but the kingdom?’ And from 
that time on Saul kept a close eye on David. The next day an evil spirit 
from God came forcefully on Saul. He was prophesying in his house, 
while David was playing the lyre, as he usually did. Saul had a spear in 
his hand and he hurled it, saying to himself, ‘I’ll pin David to the wall.’ But 
David eluded him twice. Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was 
with David but had departed from Saul. So he sent David away from him 
and gave him command over a thousand men, and David led the troops 
in their campaigns. In everything he did he had great success, because 
the Lord was with him. When Saul saw how successful he was, he was 

afraid of him. But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he led them 
in their campaigns.” 1 Samuel 17:51-58, 18:1-16 NIV 
 
What we can learn from David: 

• Favor means blessings (Jonathan) but does not exempt you from 
battles (Saul). 

• Guard your heart against envy; celebrate favor in others. (Saul 
kept trying to shrink David into a little box, “Whose son is this?”) 

• Don’t despise the day of small beginnings (think Jesus in 
Nazareth). 

• Recognize the core of your identity is not in what you do, but in 
WHOSE you are. 

o Beloved Child of God 
o Chosen 
o Empowered 
o Destined 

 
 
For practical, cross-cultural Bible studies related to sermon topics, visit 
Dougbrittonbooks.com/resources 
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